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OF THE 
MILLS FRIGAT E. 


A S it has been ſaid that there is a very im- 
portant Jetter from capt. Finch, which is not 
produced in the cafe of the Mills Frigate ; the 
letter referred to 15 now publiſhed, that every 
puilible inſinuation againſt the impartiality of 
the caſe may be obviated. 

In the firſt part of the 8th page of the caſe, 
the paſſages of this letter which are moſt fa- 
vourable to the pleas of the underwriters, are 
inſerted in the captain's own words; and it was 
preſumed, that the ſevereſt impartiality could 
only require the ſtrongeſt paſſages to be men- 
tioned, without troubling the publick with a 
tull copy of a letter in itſelf no way intereſt- 
ing; however, the following is a copy of the 
letter *, on which it is inſinuated that ſo much 
depends. | 

GENTLE- 


* The inſurance was made the rgth of June, and this 
letter was received the 25th of September following. 
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Baſſeterre St. Kitts, Auguſt 8, 1764. 


GENTLEMEN, 


wrote you by capt. Murphy that I fai”d from 
Nevis on the 26th of Fuly, and on the 27th, 
Being about 5 miles to the weſtward of St. Euſtatia, 
- ſuddenly diſcovered the ſhip had ſprung à leak, and 
that ſo very bad as t1 force me to put about imme- 
diately and ſtand for this road, where I arrived on 
the 28th tate at night, I made à proteſt and be- 
gon to deliver ſugars to capt. Meran and Stubbs, in 
order to lighten the ſhip, and, on the 41th inſtant, 
bad a ſurvey held on her by a warrant from the 
judge of the admiraliy, before whom it appeared 
that the ſhip then lying at anchor, with ſcarce any 
perceptible motion, made 12 inches water in 15 
minutes; THAT THE FASTENING OF HER BOT- 
TOM BEING CHIEFLY BOLTS AND SPIKES WAS 
ENTIRELY DECAYED AND EAT UP WITH RUST, 
AND SEVERAL OF HER PLANKS WERE MUCH 
STARTED, ONE OF WHICH WE COULD PERCEIVE 
WAS STARTED ABOVE AN INCH FROM THE 
TIMBERS ALL THE WAY FORE AND AFT*®, 
They therefore unanimouſly agreed, that the ex- 
pence of repairing the ſhip would be much more 
than the value of the fhip and Freight, befides the 
riſque of her not bearing to be hove detun, as fhe is 
% very looſe, and the uncertain weather wwe are to 
exper? at this feaſon of the year, I am now pro- 
ceeding to deliver the cargoe, &c. 


| It 

In the caſe page 8, it is ſaid, 

That the iron belts by which the planks avere faſtened to the 
timbers, were intirely decayed and ect out by ruſt, and ſeveral 
of ber planks fiarted, one of them more than an inch from the 
tembers all the auay fore and aft. 

This is the only material part of this letter in favour of 
the underwriters, which has been already given to the pub- 
nch, and therefore the infinuation that an important letter 

Nas bech concealed will appear to be groundleſs. 


1 


It was fully proved in court, that this ſhip 
was condemned on account of the impractica- 
bilicy of repairing her at St. Kitts, and that if 
ſhe had put into any port in North America, 
ſhe might have been repaired at an eaſy ex- 
. 

Every perſon of the leaſt diſcernment will 
perceive, that the queſtion before the publick 
is not what was, or what was not, eventually 
proved to be the real condition of the ſhip, 
atter the Surveyors had been enabled, by her 
ſpringing a leak, to diſcover that which could 
never have been diſcovered before; but the real 
ſtate of the queſtion is this, 

Does the cuſtom of merchants, does common /enſe, 
impaſe upon the aſſured the hard neceſſity of war- 
ranting to the underwriters, that which it is abſo- 
lutely impoſſible for him to know or warrant ? or, 
If the aſſured order every repair to be made on his 
ſhip, which the underwriter himſelf would or could 
recommend, if he had been the commander of that 
ſhip, can the aſſured be required to do more than 
his? 

Theſe queſtions muſt be ſubmitted to the 
publick, and according as they are determined 
will depend the future propriety, of either giv- 
ing a premium or not, to any underwriter, as 
a conſideration for his ſtanding in the place of 
the aſſured. 

If the caſe, as it is now lain before the pub- 
lick, ſhould be repreſented by the underwriters 
as an unfair and partial ſtate of the Queſtion, 
the owners would be glad to ſee a more im- 
partial one drawn up, under the direction of 
the underwriters themſelves. 


This obſervation is now added, as many gentlemen 
ſeem not to apprehend what is meant by the ſhip's be- 
ing condemned on @ccount of a local incapacity ot being 
repaired, 
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The Caſe of the Mills Frigate, or the Ap- 
pendix, will be delivered to any Gentleman 
who ſhall call for them, either at Lloyd's 
Coffec-Houſe, or at Mr. Young's, Bookſeller, 
under the Change. 
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